
1201 PAWLINGS ROAD, AUDUBON, PA 19403  |  KITTATINNYRIDGE.ORG

A Climate Strategy for the Kittatinny

The Kittatinny Ridge is being viewed by conservation scientists today as one of the East’s crucial climate 

refugia, a place where many native plants and animals will face better odds of surviving and thriving while 

adjusting to climate change stresses. The attributes of the Kittatinny that favor its role as a climate refuge 

include the Ridge’s topography, extent, and rich biodiversity. 
 

As our climate warms and precipitation patterns change, sensitive species are beginning to vacate areas 

they have historically occupied, relocating to other areas where conditions are more suitable. Typically 

these shifts are trending northward and to higher elevations. Over time species that once populated low- to 

mid-slope elevations will inhabit areas further upslope, and populations of entire species will become less 

abundant in southern parts of their ranges while expanding to the north. For many species, the ability to 

relocate successfully requires an unbroken expanse of undeveloped land and unimpaired waters. Habitat 

connectivity is now viewed as a high priority attribute when assessing where to focus conservation efforts 

to foster climate resiliency. The Kittatinny Ridge embodies habitat connectivity, and the protection of this 

unfragmented, biodiverse landscape is gathering more attention.

THE STATUS OF THE KITTATINNY’S PROTECTION

A great deal has already been accomplished with one-third of the Kittatinny Ridge currently being protected.  

But to achieve the goal of a permanently protected, ecologically intact corridor, another 200,000 acres need 

to attain protected status.

Dark green areas represent the 200,000+ acres identified for protection efforts to ensure the Kittatinny’s  
continued status as an ecological corridor for climate change adaptation.  SOURCE: THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 



Protecting the Kittatinny as a Climate Refuge 

On the Kittatinny Ridge, more than two-thirds of all land is privately owned, and owned by a multitude  

of individual landowners. Land-use decisionmaking authority is also held by several dozen municipalities,  

with input from multiple county planning agencies. The landscape mosaic also includes many acres of  

state-owned and managed lands. With all these decisionmakers involved, protecting areas of interconnected 

land sufficient to preserve climate resilience is a complex challenge. Both private and public conservation 

efforts will be necessary to put all the pieces in place.  

The most effective place for municipal governments to start is understanding the real and significant financial 

value that their natural system services provide, such as avoided costs for stormwater management and clean 

air, recreational revenue, and property value. Incorporating this information into comprehensive plans and 

land-use decisionmaking will help officials to strike a balance between maintaining connected, resilient  

open spaces and growth. Below is a list of ways the rest of our communities can take part.

TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS /  Boost financial resources for open space protection through ballot initiatives.

WATERSHED GROUPS /  Promote tree cover to shade coldwater streams.

LANDOWNERS /  Seek assistance from land trusts to secure long-term protection of their own properties. 

EDUCATORS + CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS /  Share information on the importance of the Kittatinny corridor  

as a climate refuge, helping to foster a new conservation ethos in their communities and across the region.

PLEASE HELP US PROTECT THE RIDGE // VISIT KITTATINNYRIDGE.ORG TODAY

Funding assistance has been provided by the Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, Bureau of Recreation and Conservation, Environmental Stewardship Fund.

AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT APPROACH FOR HELPING FISH, 
WILDLIFE, AND PLANTS ADAPT TO CLIMATE CHANGE IS  

CONSERVING ENOUGH SUITABLE HABITAT TO SUSTAIN DIVERSE 
AND HEALTHY POPULATIONS.... THERE IS AN URGENT NEED  
TO IDENTIFY AREAS (INCLUDING REFUGIA AND CORRIDORS  

OF HABITAT THAT ALLOW SPECIES TO MIGRATE) WHERE HABITAT 
RESTORATION CAN PROMOTE RESILIENCY AND ADAPTATION  

OF SPECIES AND ECOSYSTEM FUNCTIONS.
The National Fish, Wildlife, and Plants Climate Adaptation Strategy


